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Matthew records Jesus’ preparation and proclamation as God’s 

Messiah (Anointed One) to the people of Israel. Opposition to 

His ministry grows as religious leaders deny His claims, prompting Jesus 

to turn increasingly to His disciples. Through miracles, parables, and 

sermons, He prepares them for the climax of His earthly ministry—His 

sacrificial death, burial, and resurrection. Prior to His ascension, Jesus 

commissions His disciples to continue the work He has begun.

Matthew
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Jesus Christ
F O U R  G O S P E L  G L I M P S E S  O FArrival of the Messiah

Key Passage: Matthew 1:18-25; 3:13–4:11

O V E R V I E W  Matthew begins his Gospel with a record of the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ. But this beginning is more than just a tabulation of names, for the word geneal-
ogy can also mean “genesis.” The Old Testament Book of Genesis traces the creation of 
the universe and man; now Matthew shows that the advent of Jesus inaugurates a “new 
creation.” From the call of Abraham, God has been moving to accomplish His great 
redemptive plan. Jesus, the prophesied Messiah, fulfills the Old Testament promises in 
every facet of His life: annunciation, birth, boyhood, baptism, and upbringing.

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  How well do you obey divine direc-
tives? On an obedience scale of 1 to 10 (with 1 being “consistently 
disobedient,” 10 being “consistently obedient”), how would you 
rate yourself?

Today’s reading abounds with examples of the importance of 
obedience. The genealogy of chapter 1 sparkles with the names of 
those who obeyed God in times of spiritual decadence: Abraham, 
Ruth, David, Hezekiah, Josiah, Joseph. Chapter 3 describes the min-
istry of John the Baptist as he preached a message of repentance 
and fruit bearing—a message demanding uncompromising obe-
dience. In chapter 4, Jesus was obedient to God’s will and Word, 
rather than open to Satan’s subtle temptations.

In what area of your life is God speaking to you about obe-
dience? It is one thing to know what God wants you to do; it is 
something else to make obedience a commitment in your daily 
schedule. In the margin, write the acts of obedience performed by 
three different people in the genealogy (for example, Abraham 
obeyed God by leaving Ur). Now add your name to the list, to-
gether with an act of obedience you will undertake by faith today.

I N S I G H T  The Worldwide Impact of Messiah’s Appearing
Jesus’ coming held significance not just for the Jews, but for the 
Gentiles too. Note the four women in chapter 1, the Magi from the 
East, and His Gentile following in 4:25. 

October 1/2 Matthew 1–4
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Mark’s Gospel captures the twofold purpose of Christ’s coming to 

earth: “to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (10:45). 

Mark describes Jesus as the Perfect Servant, emphasizing more His actions, 

and giving a briefer treatment to His teachings. Mark is a book of action, 

not words, directed to a Roman audience. Jewish customs are explained as 

the story moves briskly to the completion of Jesus’ earthly life and ministry.

MarkFinished Work of the Messiah
Key Passage: Matthew 27:15–28:20

O V E R V I E W  The events during the final two days of Jesus’ earthly life carry the 
shadow of the cross. Everything He says and does foreshadows that symbol of shame, 
sacrifice, and salvation: the anointing in Bethany, the Passover observance and Lord’s 
Supper, the prayer in Gethsemane. Jesus is arrested and tried, first by the Jews, then 
by the Romans. He is condemned, executed, and placed in a tomb. But the story does 
not end there. In glorious triumph, Jesus comes out of the grave in resurrection power. 
Indeed, the King of the Jews lives again, a message of good news that His followers are 
commissioned to share.

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  The cross of Jesus Christ has been 
called “the fulcrum of cosmic history.” The eternal destiny of every 
human being hinges on a person’s relationship to Jesus and His work 
on the cross.

As you read today’s section, think deeply about the crucifixion 
of Jesus and its significance. Can you say with Paul, “May I never 
boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14)?

Think of what the cross means to your neighbors, friends, family 
members, and co-workers. Has each one of them come to the cross 
in faith and received salvation, which only Jesus can provide? How 
can you help to lead one person to Calvary today?

It may involve a phone call, an email, an invitation to lunch, an 
evening get-together. Ask God for a prepared heart, an open door, 
and a boldness as you share the life-changing message of the gos-
pel. That’s your privilege.

I N S I G H T  The Fragrance of Gratitude
In Bible lands, oil to anoint and soothe the skin was common for all 
levels of society. Wealthy people had expensive perfumes and oint-
ments. The woman of Matthew 26:7 anointed Jesus with a precious 
perfumed oil worth almost a year’s wages—a lavish gesture of love.

October 10 Matthew 26–28
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Luke did not write his gospel from firsthand acquaintance with Jesus Christ. 

Rather, he carefully researched Jesus’ life and ministry from eyewitness 

accounts and historical records to confirm and strengthen the faith of his read-

ers. Luke emphasizes Jesus’ ability to meet every need of the rich and poor; 

young and old; men, women, and children. Even after His resurrection, the 

glorified humanity of Jesus is stressed, showing that He truly came “to seek and 

to save what was lost” (19:10).

LukeSuffering of the Servant
Key Passage: Mark 14:53-72; 15:24-39; 16:1-8

O V E R V I E W  Mark does not slacken the tempo of his action-packed gospel as the 
sacrifice of the Servant of God approaches. In a climactic crescendo, the plan of God 
blends with the plot of the enemies of Jesus. Even the peaceful evening in Bethany and 
the fellowship of the Passover meal are saddened by the overtones of impending death. 
Betrayal, arrest, trial, denial, physical abuse, crucifixion, death—the mission of the Ser-
vant is at last accomplished. Redemption has been achieved, a fact confirmed by Christ’s 
resurrection and ascension.

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  Have you ever faced a situation where 
you felt you stood completely alone? Perhaps you took a stand for 
something you were convinced was right, but at the crucial moment 
when the opposition was at its strongest, you found yourself forsaken 
and alone. It’s a terrifying feeling—perhaps a feeling you’ve experi-
enced in the past or are wrestling with today.

Take courage. Your Lord and Savior went through a similar ex-
perience during His arrest, trial, and execution. It seemed His cause 
was lost and His enemies had won. In fact, just before He died, even 
His Heavenly Father turned away from Him. And yet, His victory (and 
ours) over sin and Satan, death and hell, was confirmed by Jesus’ tri-
umphant resurrection on Easter morning.

If you have never done so before, begin today to collect a stock-
pile of verses for those times when you feel alone. Verses such as 
Hebrews 13:5—“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Or 
Matthew 28:20—“Surely I am with you always.” Or Hebrews 4:15-16; 
12:3. Begin your collection today. Keep it handy. Use it often.

I N S I G H T  The Boy Who Got Away
Who was the young man who was following after Jesus at the time of 
His arrest? Many people believe it was Mark (read 14:51-52).

October 15/16 Mark 14–16
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Even though the Book of John covers the same basic outline of Jesus’ life 

as the other three Gospels, it displays marked differences in content and 

viewpoint. John highlights many encounters with the Son of God that are 

found nowhere else: the miracle of Cana, the visit by Nicodemus, the Samar-

itan woman at the well, the lame man at the pool at Bethesda, the man born 

blind, the beloved Lazarus. Why this selectivity? “These are written that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ” (20:31).

John Manifestation of the Son of God
Key Passage: John 1:1-18; 2:13-25

O V E R V I E W  The opening of John’s Gospel makes it clear he is giving a different per-
spective on the life and ministry of Jesus Christ than did the other three Gospel writers. 
John begins with the pre-existence and deity of the Word, the One who became flesh 
to show God to humanity and to fulfill God’s promises of a Messiah to Israel. Proclaim-
ing the identity of Jesus as the Word is the ministry of John the Baptist, who directs his 
disciples to become Jesus’ first followers. At a wedding in Cana, Jesus demonstrates His 
miraculous power for the first time. Later in Jerusalem, His zeal for His Father’s house 
causes Him to overturn the status quo, an act that forces an early confrontation over  
His claims.

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  Turn to Acts 1:13. There you will find the 
names of 11 of the 12 disciples of Jesus. Glance down the list and see 
if you can recall one significant fact about each man. (For example, 
Peter walked on the water, etc.) Which disciples come up “anony-
mous” in your mind?

Although he was one of the 12 apostles, Andrew lived his life 
in the shadow of his brother Peter. Outside of John’s Gospel he is 
mentioned only in the lists of the apostles. And yet, Andrew was 
distinctive in at least one way: He was constantly bringing people to 
Jesus. First his brother (1:40-42), and later a little boy (6:8-9) came to 
the Savior because of Andrew’s invitation.

“Witnessing for Christ” may sound like a scary assignment. But 
could you “invite” another person to meet a friend who has changed 
your life? This week invite a neighbor to go to church with you on 
Sunday. You’ll be glad you did.

I N S I G H T  A Handy Outline in a Handy Place

John 1–2 October 26

CHAPTER 1 CHAPTER 2

The Identity of the Son of God The Authority
of the Son of GodAffirmed Proclaimed Acknowledged

By God By John By Disciples Over Nature
1 18 
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Beginning with a frightened band of disciples in an upper room, Acts  traces 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem following the ascension of 

Christ and the subsequent spread and growth of Christianity throughout the 

Roman Empire. Written by Luke, Acts records the fulfillment of Jesus’ Great 

Commission as Spirit-transformed disciples carry the gospel to “Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (1:8).

Acts
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Although Paul had not founded the church in Rome, he had heard of the 

exemplary faith and service of the Roman believers and intended to visit 

them. Thus, the letter to the Romans serves to introduce both Paul and his 

message. Writing perhaps from Corinth on his third missionary journey, Paul 

sets forth some of the central doctrines of the Christian faith: justification by 

faith, life in the Spirit, unity in the body, and God’s redemptive program for 

Jew and Gentile alike.

Romans

FOCUS DOCTRINAL PRACTICAL

DI
VI

SI
ON

S

Pr
ob

le
m

 o
f

Un
rig

ht
eo

us
ne

ss

Pr
ov

isi
on

 o
f

Ri
gh

te
ou

sn
es

s

Pu
rsu

it 
of

Ri
gh

te
ou

sn
es

s

Pr
og

ra
m

 o
f

Ri
gh

te
ou

sn
es

s

Pr
ac

tic
e 

of
Ri

gh
te

ou
sn

es
s

1 3 4 5 6 8 9 11 12 16

TOPICS

Sin Salvation Sanctification Selection Service

Understanding the Gospel Living the
Gospel

PLACE Probably in Corinth

TIME About A.D. 57



23

Famous as a commercial center, Corinth was also infamous for immorality 

and paganism. But despite great obstacles, Paul planted a Christian church 

there on his missionary journey (Acts 18:1-17). Though gifted and growing, 

the church was plagued with problems: moral and ethical, doctrinal and prac-

tical, corporate and private. Paul wrote this letter to deal with some of the 

disorders and to answer questions that the Christians at Corinth had raised.

1 Corinthians
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Paul’s problems with the believers in Corinth did not end with his first letter 

to that troubled congregation. The ministry and character of Paul himself 

were under attack. So Paul sends Titus, who returns with heartening news of 

repentance. Paul then writes this warm autobiographical letter, reminding the 

church of his commitment, his conduct, and his credentials. Paul’s walk has 

been consistent with his talk—truly a model for Christians in any generation.

2 Corinthians
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Prosperous, prominent, and thoroughly pagan, the seaport city of Thes-

salonica first heard the gospel on Paul’s second missionary journey (Acts 

17:1-10). Although Paul only stayed three Sabbaths, he left behind a growing 

nucleus of believers. Later he sent Timothy back to the church and, in re-

sponse to Timothy’s report, penned these two letters. They express Paul’s love 

for the Thessalonians but also include much-needed instruction about perse-

cution, purity, and diligence.

1 & 2 Thessalonians
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These epistles, addressed to Timothy and Titus, are unique among the 

writings of Paul in that they were written to individuals rather than to 

congregations. Timothy and Titus were two young pastors that Paul was train-

ing. Paul writes his letters to advise them in matters of pastoral conduct and 

church administration. To succeed in God’s work, it is imperative that they 

know the proper conduct for a Christian minister and the character istics of 

sound doctrine.

Pastoral Epistles
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The anonymous writer of Hebrews sent this letter to professing Jewish 

Christians suffering persecution for their faith in Christ. Many of them 

were considering renouncing their profession to return to the safety of Juda-

ism (10:38-39). The writer exhorts them to hold fast to their faith and press on 

to spiritual maturity. The Christian faith is the true worship and service of the 

living God. Jesus Christ of the new covenant is superior in every way to the 

Mosaic system.

Hebrews

FOCUS “JESUS, THE AUTHOR AND PERFECTER OF OUR FAITH” 12:2.
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The first-century congregations in Asia Minor constantly faced two 

threats—persecution and false teaching. In his first letter, Peter comforts 

his readers and exhorts them to be hopeful in the midst of persecution. He 

holds up Christ’s suffering and imminent return as incentives for Christians liv-

ing in troubled times. In his second letter, Peter confronts the problem of false 

teaching, emphasizing that the knowledge of God’s truth is the foundation of 

faith and the antidote for heresy.

Peter ’s Epistles
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It was probably during the final years of his life that John wrote these three 

short letters. The first is a message of warning to believers facing attacks of 

false teaching. John writes to encourage them to abide in the faith and to live 

lives consistent with their Christian calling. The epistles of 2 and 3 John are 

short, personal “postcards” directed to individuals. Second John is a warning 

against showing hospitality to false teachers. Third John commands hospitality 

among believers.

John ’s Epistles
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John, while exiled on the island of Patmos (1:9), receives the visions con-

tained in the Book of Revelation. As the first verse states, Jesus Christ is 

revealing to John and asking him to write “what you have seen, what is now and 

what will take place later” (1:19). Through a dramatic series of pictures, signs, 

and symbols, John depicts cataclysmic judgment upon the earth, the final con-

quest of satanic forces, and the beginning of a new heaven and new earth.

Revelation

FOCUS HEAVEN  EARTH NEW HEAVEN 
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