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The Old Testament chronicles the creation of humanity and the emer-

gence of Israel as a nation of God. Although human beings were created 

perfect, they disobeyed God’s will and rebelled. The rest of Scripture records 

God’s ceaseless efforts to restore and reconcile the human race to Himself.

The story of God’s relationship with humanity begins in the first five books 

of the Old Testament, called the Torah in Hebrew or the Pentateuch, from 

the Greek, penta, “five,” and teuchos, “scroll.”

These five books fit together into an integrated whole. Genesis pictures 

the inception of the nation Israel. Exodus portrays the redemption of that na-

tion from bondage in Egypt. Leviticus describes the fellowship God desires to 

enjoy with Israel. Numbers records God’s testing of the nation. And Deuteron-

omy is a repetition of the Law of God to the new generation of Israelites.

Pentateuch
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Genesis chronicles the beginning of both secular and sacred history, and 

introduces key events and people God uses to shape those beginnings. 

It is the story of the one true God whose word creates a world, and whose 

watchful care determines humanity’s destiny. Roughly one-fifth of the book 

(chapters 1–11) traces primeval history from creation to about 2000 B.C. The 

remaining four-fifths (chapters 12–50) details the family history of Abraham 

and covers about 350 years.

Genesis
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In many ways, Joseph foreshadows the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Notice 

the many similarities between the two.

Jesus in the New
J O S E P H  I N  T H E  O L D ,

JOSEPH JESUS

The well-beloved son of his father 
(Genesis 37:3)

Testified against his brothers’ sin, 
and they hated him for it 

(Genesis 37:2, 4–5)

Was tempted and did not yield 
(Genesis 39:7–12)

Judah sold him for 20 pieces of silver 
(Genesis 37:26–28)

Was put in the dungeon (the place 
of death) with two other criminals 

(Genesis 40:1–3)

One of the criminals died 
and the other lived 
(Genesis 40:21–22)

Was raised from the place of 
death by the king of the land 

(Genesis 41:14)

Became the deliverer of his people 
(Genesis 47:25)

The well-beloved Son of His Father 
(Matthew 3:17)

Testified against men’s sin, and 
they hated Him for it 

(John 15:18)

Was tempted by Satan and did not yield 
(Matthew 4:1–11)

Judas sold him for 30 pieces of silver 
(Matthew 26:15)

Was put on the cross (the place of 
death) with two other criminals 

(Mark 15:27–28)

One of the criminals died and 
the other lived (spiritually) 

(Luke 23:39–43)

Was raised from the place of death 
by the King of the universe 

(Colossians 2:12)

Became the Savior of His people 
(1 Timothy 4:10)
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As Genesis closes, the Jews are living in the favor of the Pharaoh of Egypt.  

 But following the death of Joseph, “A new king, who did not know 

about Joseph, came to power in Egypt” (Exodus 1:8), and the nation of Israel 

becomes a nation of slaves. Exodus is the story of their deliverance. In the first 

half (chapters 1–18), God calls Moses to declare judgment upon Pharaoh and 

to lead Israel’s long trek to the promised land. In chapters 19–40, God edu-

cates His people in the responsibilities of holy living.

Exodus
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P L A C I N G  T H E  B O O K S  O F 
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Lev i t icus
Led out of bondage by a holy God, Israel must now learn what it means to 

be His holy people. Thus Leviticus, the book of worship, follows Exodus, 

the book of deliverance. Leviticus addresses the question, “How can a sinful 

people worship and serve a holy God?” Taking its name from the priestly tribe 

of Levi, Leviticus outlines regulations concerning the priests and the worship 

in the tabernacle. It describes the appointed feasts and festivals and contains 

God’s instructions for His provision for man’s sin: the blood atonement. 
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And  Yours
Israel’s high priest was the most important man in the religious life of the na-

tion, for only he could offer the atoning sacrifice that God demanded. God 

still requires an atoning sacrifice for the sins of humanity; but in place of the 

temporary Aaronic priesthood, He has installed Jesus Christ, His own Son. He 

is our High Priest forever by virtue of His perfect sacrifice of Himself for our 

sins. Notice seven striking comparisons between these two high priests:

I S R A E L ’ S  H I G H  P R I E S T

ISRAEL’S HIGH PRIEST LEVITICUS YOUR HIGH PRIEST HEBREWS

1 PERSON Aaron or one of his 
descendants (16:3, 32) Jesus Himself (4:14)

2 PLACE Most Holy Place in the 
tabernacle (16:15-17) Heaven itself (9:24)

3 OFFERING Animal blood (16:14-15) His own blood (9:12)

4 FREQUENCY Once every year (16:34) Once for all time (9:12)

5 EFFECT Effective for the nation 
of Israel (16:34)

Effective to save 
completely (7:25)

6 DURATION Effective for one year (16:34) Provides eternal 
redemption (9:12)

7 PURITY High priest needed 
purification himself (16:6)

Christ is perfect 
forever (7:26-28)
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Numbe rs
Numbers is the chronicle of Israel’s years of wilderness wandering be-

tween Sinai and Moab. Named for the two numberings of the nation, 

the book begins about a year after the Exodus and ends 40 years later as a 

new generation prepares to cross the Jordan and occupy the promised land. 

Detailing the lives of such men of God as Moses, Caleb, and Joshua, Numbers 

teaches that while God’s discipline may sometimes be severe, He patiently 

waits to reward those who obey His Word.
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Deu te ronomy
The last of the five books of Moses, Deuteronomy reviews the 40-year 

period of the nation’s walk with God and previews the new relationship 

soon to begin in Canaan. Taking the form of a series of sermons, the book 

addresses the new generation emerging from the wilderness march. Moses 

reminds the Israelites of the central importance of obedience and stresses 

holiness as a way of life. Everything—possession of land, victory over enemies, 

prosperity, and enjoyment of life—depends on these valuable lessons.
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Joshua–2 Samuel
P L A C I N G  T H E  B O O K S  O F

TIME
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HI
ST

OR
IC

AL
 B

OO
KS

PO
ET

IC
 B

OO
KS

BI
BL

E M
IL

ES
TO

NE
S

EL
SE

W
HE

RE
 IN

 TH
E W

OR
LD

JOSHUA 
(1405–1380)

JUDGES 
(ca.1380–1050)

1 SAM.
(1050–1011)

2 SAM.
(1011–971)

1 Chron. 2 Chron.

Psalms
34
52
54
56
57
59

142

Psalms
3

18
30
51
60
63

142

Deborah, only 
woman judge 
(1257–1237)

Life of Samson 
(1069–1049)

Death of Saul 
(1011)

Birth of David 
(1040)

David and 
Bathsheba 

(990)

David and 
Goliath (1025)

Death of 
David (971)

Phoenicians colonize 
Spain (ca. 950)

King Tut rules Egypt 
(1366–1357)

Greeks destroy 
Troy (1193)

Olmec Civilization in 
Mexico (ca.1000)

Shang dynasty in 
China (ca.1300)

Crossing the 
Jordan (1404)

Life of Gideon 
(1191–1151)

Jericho walls 
fall down 

(1404)

RUTH
(ca.1100)

Note: More than 60 other psalms are 
ascribed to David but do not have the 
specific ties to his career that the titles 
of these psalms contain. Other psalms 
are anonymous, but their messages 
are clear in the general context of the 
history of Israel.



In the book that bears his name, Joshua succeeds Moses as commander- 

in-chief of Israel and leads the people across the Jordan into the promised 

land, marking their beginning as a settled nation. The first half of the book 

(chapters 1–12) recounts three military campaigns spanning seven years, in 

which Joshua meets and defeats more than 30 enemy armies. The second half 

(chapters 13–24) relates the settlement of Canaan, the fulfillment of God’s 

age-old promise to Abraham.

Joshua
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Following the conquest of Canaan, Israel plunges into a 350-year period of 

national deterioration. A monotonous and deadly pattern develops: The 

people fall into sin; God disciplines them with foreign oppression; the people 

cry out in repentance; God raises up a deliverer; peace is restored. The cycle 

of sin repeats itself a total of seven times in the book. But God, ever faithful to 

His covenant people, extends His grace again and again by sending such lead-

ers as Deborah, Gideon, and Samson.

Judges
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By the end of the chaotic period of the judges, God’s people are clamoring 

for a king. The Book of 1 Samuel tells the story of Israel’s last judge (Sam-

uel), its first king (Saul), and the early years of its greatest king (David). Because 

Saul lacks a heart for God, he is rejected by God. Young David—anointed to 

take his place—must flee to the wilderness to escape Saul’s jealous pursuit. 

At last, Saul and his sons meet death on Mount Gilboa, setting the stage for 2 

Samuel and the golden age of King David.

1 Samuel

FOCUS SAMUEL SAUL SAUL AND DAVID
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The life story of King David—whom God called “a man after my own 

heart” (Acts 13:22)—unfolds in 2 Samuel. Following the death of Saul, 

David rules first over Judah, then over a united Israel. The greatest of Israel’s 

kings, David’s political and military victories bring Israel to a place of world 

prominence. But the secret sins of his personal life ultimately bring his down-

fall. A lustful look at beautiful Bathsheba leads to adultery and murder—then 

ultimately to insurrection, civil war, and unrest.

2 Samuel
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The Book of 1 Kings opens with Israel rising to the pinnacle of power, 

wealth, and prominence during the administration of its third king, 

Solomon. The first 11 chapters describe Solomon’s legendary wisdom and 

architectural achievements. In sad contrast, the last 11 chapters detail the 

beginning of the end of all Solomon had built. The book closes with the 

people of the covenant—both north (Israel) and south (Judah)—wander-

ing far from the God of the covenant.

1 Kings
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FOCUS ONE NATION BECOMES TWO
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1 Kings– 
2 Chronicles

P L A C I N G  T H E  B O O K S  O F
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In 1 Kings, one nation becomes two; in 2 Kings, two nations become none. 

Nineteen consecutive evil kings consistently lead Israel downhill. Even the 

miracle-working ministry of Elisha cannot stop the nation’s slide. Meanwhile to 

the south, the occasional good king in Judah is powerless to reform the evils of 

his many bad predecessors. The “tale of two nations” ends disastrously: Israel 

is dispersed by Assyria (chapters 1–17); Judah is marched off to exile in Baby-

lon (chapters 18–25).

2 Kings
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Recalling the period of Jewish history from 2 Samuel through 2 Kings, the 

priestly writer of Chronicles focuses on the exciting life and righteous 

reign of King David (1 Chronicles) and the fortunes of the southern kingdom 

of Judah (2 Chronicles). The first book falls into two parts: Chapters 1–9 trace 

David’s royal family tree all the way back to Adam; chapters 10–29 detail Da-

vid’s successful administration as Israel’s second king, showing the importance 

of proper worship for God’s covenant people.

1 Chronicles
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T he Book of 2 Chronicles spans four centuries of Judah’s history from the 

glory days of Solomon to the conclusion of the Babylonian Exile. Follow-

ing the death of Solomon, a succession of good and bad kings rises to power. 

As go the leaders, so go the people, until finally the spiritually bankrupt nation 

is carried off into captivity. But the final verses of 2 Chronicles sparkle with 

hope. After 70 years, the Persian King Cyrus decrees the rebuilding of God’s 

house and the return of God’s people.

2 Chronicles
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After completing this month’s devotional readings, whom do you think of  

 when you read the following? (You may use each answer more than once.)

Ezra thru Job
R E C A P P I N G

EZRA NEHEMIAH ESTHER JOB ZERUBBABEL

 1.  Did the job in 52 days

 2.  Rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem

 3.  Cousin of Mordecai

 4.  Uttered the fateful words: “If I perish, I perish.”

 5.  Topic of a heavenly conversation

 6.  Was a priest by trade

 7.  Became a governor of Jerusalem

 8.  Led the first return to Jerusalem

 9.   Life story fits between two halves of the Book of Ezra

 10.  Carried unguarded temple treasures to Jerusalem

BONUS QUESTION:
Three men led the return to Jerusalem after the Exile. Which one brought back the 
most people with him? 

ANSWERS: 
1–Nehemiah, 2–Zerubbabel, 3–Esther, 4–Esther, 5–Job, 6–Ezra, 
7–Nehemiah, 8–Zerubbabel, 9–Esther, 10–Ezra.

BONUS QUESTION: 
Zerubbabel (he brought back about 50,000 people; Ezra brought 
back about 20,000; Nehemiah returned with only a handful.)
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Ezra is a story of restoration, reconstruction, and revival. After 70 years 

of captivity in Babylon, the Jews are freed by King Cyrus of Persia and 

allowed to return to their homeland. Two homebound expeditions follow. 

The first contingent, led by Zerubbabel and involving about 50,000 people, 

travels to Jerusalem to reconstruct the temple (chapters 1-6). Eighty years 

later, Ezra leads the second expedition made up largely of priests and Levites 

(chapters 7–10).

Ezra
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Contemporary of Ezra and cupbearer to the king of Persia, Nehemiah 

leads the third and final return of the Jews to Jerusalem after the Baby-

lonian exile. Under his leadership, the people undertake the enormous task 

of rebuilding the holy city’s shattered walls that had been destroyed almost 

a century earlier. Despite opposition and deceit from without and abuse 

from within, the task is completed in only 52 days—a feat that even Israel’s 

enemies must attribute to God’s power.

Nehemiah
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The Book of Esther provides the only biblical portrait of the majority of 

Jews who chose to remain in Persia after the exile rather than return to Je-

rusalem. Though God’s name appears nowhere in the book, His divine hand of 

providence and protection on behalf of His people can be seen throughout. 

The plot of Haman to exterminate the Jews (chapters 1-4) is thwarted by the 

courage of Esther and the wise counsel of Mordecai, resulting in a great deliv-

erance (chapters 5-10).

Esther
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The Book of Job addresses the ancient question of man’s suffering. Over-

night, the patriarch for whom the book is named finds his blessings 

turned into heartaches as he loses his health, wealth, family, and status in a 

crushing series of tragedies. Seeking to know why, Job soon finds the wisdom 

of his four human counselors inadequate. Finally, Job questions God Himself 

and learns valuable lessons about the sovereignty of God and the need for 

complete trust in Him.

Job
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Congratulations! You’ve started the 

new year the right way by beginning 

a journey through the Bible with this de-

votional guide.

But every walk demands a first step. 

Have you taken the crucial first step in 

the Christian life . . . the step of faith unto 

salvation? Unless you take that step, your 

so-called relationship with God will mean-

der aimlessly, and your path will lead only 

to frustration and defeat. But take this man-

datory step, and your walk with Jesus will 

be vibrant and fulfilling—for all eternity.

Consider these stepping stones on 

the salvation path:

1 All people are sinners.  

“ All have sinned and fall short of  

the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

2 The penalty for sin is death.  

“ For the wages of sin is death”  

(Romans 6:23).

3  Deliverance from eternal death— 

salvation—comes by personal trust 

in God’s Son, Jesus.  

“By grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God” 

(Ephesians 2:8).

Jesus paid the price on the cross for 

all of your sins so that you might have 

eternal life. By believing in His death, 

burial, and resurrection on your behalf, 

you enter into an eternal relationship with 

God. “God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16).

Free salvation awaits you!

First Step
T A K E  T H E

If you want to speak  
to someone about a  

relationship with Jesus,  
call 1-888-NeedHim.
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Poetical Books
The poetical books, unlike the Pentateuch or the historical books, do not 

advance the story of the nation of Israel. Rather, they record the inner 

thoughts of men wrestling with personal, experiential issues of everyday life.

The poetical books deal with life in the present tense and seek to answer 

timeless questions: “What is God like? How can I relate to Him? What does He 

expect of me?” These books differ in both content and style from the historical 

books. They are poetry rather than prose, parallel thought rather than narrative.

The poetical books occur at the very center of the Old Testament and 

form the pivotal hinge linking the historical books (past) to the prophetical 

books (future), showing the lifestyle that pleases God—a lifestyle of depen-

dence upon what God has done in the past and anticipation of what He will do 

in the future.

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E
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Written by at least seven authors (of whom David is the most notable), 

the Book of Psalms spans a thousand years of Israel’s history, from the 

time of Moses to the return of the exiles from Babylon. “Psalm” comes from a 

Greek word meaning “a song sung to the accompaniment of a plucked instru-

ment.” Used as the temple hymnbook, the Psalms express praise to God in 

good times, fear of enemies in bad times, and an overriding confidence in His 

goodness, majesty, and power.

Psalms

SECTIONS  
107150

BOOK 1:
PSALMS 141

BOOK 2:
PSALMS 4272

BOOK 3:
PSALMS 7389

BOOK 4:
PSALMS 90106

BOOK 5:
PSALMS 107150

MAIN
AUTHORS David David &

Korah Asaph Anonymous David

POSSIBLE 
COMPILER David Hezekiah Ezra/Nehemiah

CONTENT Hymns of 
Worship Hymns of Petition Hymns of Praise

TOPICAL 
LIKENESS TO 
PENTATEUCH

Genesis
(Mankind)

Exodus
(Redemption)

Leviticus
(Worship)

Numbers
(Wandering)

Deuteronomy
(Word of God)

BENEDICTION  
OF PRAISE 41:13 72:18-19 89:52 106:48 150:1-6

SPAN OF 
AUTHORSHIP About 1,000 Years

DATES OF 
COMPILATION 1020-970 B.C. 970-610 B.C. Until 430 B.C.
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Titles
G L O S S A R Y  O F  T E R M S  I N  T H E

Refer to this page often as you read the superscriptions (titles) of the different 
psalms each day. It will give you valuable information regarding the author, 

historical background, musical setting, and use of the various psalms when they 
were written.

Abimelech—see 2 Samuel 11:21
Absalom—see 2 Samuel 16:15
Ahimelech—see 1 Samuel 22:9
Aijeleth Shahar—sung to the 
tune of “The Deer of the Dawn”
Alamoth—high-pitched voices
Altaschith—sung to the tune 
of “Do Not Destroy”
Aram-naharaim—Aramaeans 
of northwest Mesopotamia
Aram-zobah—Aramaeans 
of central Syria
Asaph—Levite, family of singers; 
see 2 Chronicles 5:12
Bathsheba—see 2 Samuel 12:1-14
Choir Director—conductor or 
chief musician in the temple
Cush the Benjamite—possibly 
Shimei; see 2 Samuel 16:5
Doeg the Edomite—see 1 Samuel 22:9
Ethan the Ezrahite—a wise man in 
the time of Solomon; see 1 Kings 4:31
Gittith—forerunner of the guitar
Heman the Ezrahite—Levite, family 
of singers; see 2 Chronicles 5:12
Jeduthun—chief musician in the  
temple; see 1 Chronicles 16:41
Jonath-elem-rechokim—sung to the 
tune of “A Silent Dove Far Away”
Korah—Levite, head of 
temple family of musicians

Mahalath—flutes
Mahalath Leannoth—flutes 
played in humiliation, mourning
Maskil—a song of wisdom or insight
Miktam—a song of deliverance 
or denunciation
Muth-labben—sung to the tune of 
“The Death of the Son” (or written on 
the occasion of the death of a son)
Nathan—see 2 Samuel 12:1-14
Psalm—religious song accompanied 
by a stringed instrument
Sheminith—lyre, 5-stringed harp
Shiggaion—a song of lament
Shoshannim—sung to the 
tune of “Over the Lilies”
Shoshannim-eduth—sung 
to the tune of “The Lilies”
Shushan-eduth—sung to the tune 
of “The Lily of the Testimony”
Song of ascents—sung during the 
festival processions to Jerusalem 
at harvest and New Year
Song of love—wedding song
Sons of Korah—musical Levitical 
family; see Exodus 6:24
Valley of Salt—south 
end of the Dead Sea
Wilderness of Judah—arid region in 
southern Judah near the Dead Sea
Ziphites—see 1 Samuel 23:19
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Of the 150 psalms, 102 are linked to authors either by the superscription 
(title) that precedes the psalm or by New Testament passages. At least 

seven different poets contributed to the Book of Psalms. Here is a summary of 
their names and chief contributions to Jewish history.

Authors
M E E T  T H E

David (“beloved”): Second king of 
Israel. Lived about 1000 B.C. Most 
prolific psalmist with 75 psalms at-
tributed to him.

Asaph (“collector”): A Levite from 
the family of Gershom. Eminent musi-
cian. Appointed by David to preside 
over the sacred choral services. His 
sons were choristers of the temple. 
Twelve psalms bear his name.

Korah (“baldness”): A Levite and 
grandson of Kohath. Ancestor of  
a group of sacred musicians to whom 
12 psalms are addressed. Possibly 
the same individual who rebelled 
against Moses and Aaron.

Solomon (“peaceable”): Son of 
David. Third king of Israel. Prolific 
writer of songs and proverbs. Two 
psalms (72, 127) bear his name.

Ethan (“permanent”): A Levite of 
the family of Merari. Appointed by 
David as one of the leaders of the 
temple music. It is likely that Ethan 
the singer, Ethan the Ezrahite, and 
Jeduthun are one and the same per-
son. Psalm 89 is credited to him.

Heman (“faithful”): Levite from the 
family of Kohath. Grandson of Sam-
uel the prophet. Another of David’s 
appointed leaders of temple music. 
Had 14 sons and 3 daughters. One 
psalm (88) is ascribed to him.

Moses (“drawn out”): Deliverer of 
God’s people from Egyptian bond-
age. Lived about 1400 B.C. Received 
the Law on Mt. Sinai. Psalm 90 bears 
his ascription.
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According to the Jewish Talmud, in Old Testament times the offering of  

 the morning sacrifice was accompanied by the singing of a psalm from 

the Psalter. The priests and musicians selected psalms to remind the worship-

ers of the seven days of creation and sang them on the corresponding day of 

the week.

Can you recall what God created on each of the seven days? Refresh your 

memory by rereading the Genesis account.

Psalms
D A I L Y  W A L K  F R O M  T H E

DAY OF THE WEEK  
AND CREATION

A SUGGESTED PSALM  
TO BE SUNG

CORRESPONDING PASSAGE  
IN THE CREATION ACCOUNT

Day One Psalm 24 Genesis 1:1-5

Day Two Psalm 147 Genesis 1:6-8

Day Three Psalm 95 Genesis 1:9-13

Day Four Psalm 136 Genesis 1:14-19

Day Five Psalm 8 Genesis 1:20-23

Day Six Psalm 139 Genesis 1:24-31

Day Seven Psalm 92 Genesis 2:1-3
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King Solomon uttered some 3,000 proverbs (1 Kings 4:32), about 900 of 

which comprise the famous volume that bears that name. Proverbs is 

a collection of short, pithy statements of inspired truth and wisdom. Using 

comparison, contrast, and picturesque language, the author sets forth 

God’s principles for godly living. While it takes only a few seconds to read a 

proverb, you can easily spend a lifetime working out the implications of that 

truth in your daily walk with God.

Proverbs
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It has been well said, “Life by the yard is hard, but life by the inch is a cinch”—

provided you are using the resources God has supplied for your everyday life.

This month you will read four books, three that were primarily written by 

Solomon and one written by Isaiah. Each gives divinely-inspired counsel to 

help you live your life to God’s glory: in the decisions you make, the paths you 

follow, the family life you lead, and the steps of obedience you take.

Though penned thousands of years ago, the Books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

Song of Songs, and Isaiah remain part of God’s blueprint for victorious Christian 

living every inch of the way.

Daily Walk
G O D ’ S  R E S O U R C E S  F O R  Y O U R

PROVERBS ECCLESIASTES SONG OF SONGS ISAIAH

Godly Wisdom Godly Ways Godly Wedding Godly Warning

In the Days of Solomon In the Days of Isaiah

Helping You to Live Your Life . . .

Skillfully Purposefully Lovingly Obediently
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The author of Ecclesiastes (traditionally thought to be Solomon) enjoyed 

power, wealth, and access to all of life’s pursuits and pleasures. After 

experiencing a full measure of life “under the sun,” he declares it all to be 

futile and unsatisfying. Only as he lives “above the sun”—with an eye toward 

God—does life become meaningful and fulfilling. Ultimate satisfaction comes 

not from the good things of life, but from the Giver of life—the One we are 

to fear, honor, and obey.

Ecclesiastes
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The Book of Isaiah, the “mother lode of Hebrew prophecy,” sets forth 

a lifetime of preaching by the statesman and prophet for whom it is 

named. In the first 39 chapters, the prophet stresses righteousness, holiness, 

and the justice of God, announcing His terrible judgment upon a world 

stained scarlet with sin (1:18). But the last 27 chapters portray God’s glory, 

compassion, and undeserved favor. Messiah will come as a Savior to bear a 

cross, as a Sovereign to wear a crown.

Isaiah
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The Book of Jeremiah presents the life and ministry of one of Judah’s 

greatest prophets as he preaches to his once-mighty nation, now tee-

tering on the brink of disaster. For more than 40 years, Jeremiah proclaims 

an unpopular message—“Repent or perish.” His sermons go unheard by his 

headstrong countrymen, who do their best to silence Jeremiah once and for 

all. Opposed, hated, and imprisoned, the heartbroken prophet lives to see 

the cruel Babylonians carry away Judah’s citizens.

Jeremiah

FOCUS JEREMIAH’S SERMONS JEREMIAH’S EXPERIENCES
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Three Prophets
This month you’ll encounter three men with strikingly different credentials: 

a country preacher-turned-prophet (Jeremiah), an exiled priest (Ezekiel), 

and a teenager-turned-government-servant (Daniel). Though different in 

their backgrounds, they share one common passion: to speak fearlessly and 

faithfully the message that God has entrusted to them. Notice the who, what, 

when, where, and why behind the message and ministry of these great pro-

phetic spokesmen.

P R O F I L E  O F

WHO JEREMIAH
PROPHET OF TEARS

EZEKIEL
PROPHET OF VISIONS

DANIEL
PROPHET OF DREAMS

WHAT Message of Destruction Godly Wedding Godly Warning

WHEN Before the Exile
(626-584 B.C.)

During the Exile
(592-570 B.C.)

During the Exile
(605-536 B.C.)

WHERE Jerusalem Babylon
(to the People)

Babylon
(to the Palace)

WHY “I [God] will fight against 
you” (21:4-7).

“I will settle you in your 
own land” (37:11-14).

“[My] kingdom . . . will 
never be destroyed” 

(7:13-14).
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Eleven years before the actual downfall of Jerusalem (586 b.c.), Ezekiel had 

already been exiled to Babylon. The first part of his prophecy stresses the 

completion of God’s judgment against Judah, culminating in the destruction 

of the holy city. But once Jerusalem’s walls have been breached and its citizens 

marched into exile, Ezekiel’s tone changes to one of hope and consolation. 

God will one day restore His nation in such a way that all nations will know that 

He is the Lord.

Ezekiel

FOCUS INWARD OUTWARD ONWARD

DI
VI

SI
ON

S

Ez
ek

ie
l’s

 V
isi

on

Je
ru

sa
le

m
’s 

Sig
ns

Co
nd

em
na

tio
n 

fo
r I

do
lat

ry

Co
nd

em
na

tio
n 

fo
r L

ea
de

rs

Pa
ra

bl
es

Pr
on

ou
nc

em
en

ts

Ju
dg

m
en

t o
n 

Ju
da

h’s
 En

em
ie

s

Ju
dg

m
en

t o
n 

Eg
yp

t

N
ew

 Sh
ep

he
rd

N
ew

 Li
fe

N
ew

 T
em

pl
e

N
ew

 W
or

sh
ip

1 3 4 6 7 11 12 15 16 19 20 24 25 28 29 32 33 36 37 39 40 43 44 48 

TOPICS

Predicting Jerusalem’s Fall Announcing 
the Fall Promising Restoration

Judgment Near Judgment 
Now Hope Ahead

PLACE Babylon

TIME About 22 Years (592-570 B.C.)
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Taken captive as a youth, Daniel is used by God as “the prophet in the pal-

ace” during the 70-year period of Judah’s exile in Babylon. Confront ing 

pagan kings with God’s worldwide rule, Daniel sets forth dreams and interpre-

tations of dreams that unfold the world’s history from Daniel’s day far into the 

future—from here to eternity. But Daniel is more than a man of the future. He 

is also a man of faith, taking a courageous stand for God.

Daniel

FOCUS JUDGMENT UPON THE GENTILES HOPE FOR THE JEWS

DI
VI

SI
ON

S

Da
ni

el
’s 

Fr
ie

nd
s

in
 th

e 
Fu

rn
ac

e

Da
ni

el
’s 

Fa
ith

in
 th

e 
Lio

ns
’ D

en

Be
as

ts,
 K

in
gs

, a
nd

70
 W

ee
ks

Pr
ev

ie
ws

 o
f 

Isr
ae

l’s
 Fu

tu
re

1 3 4 6 7 9 10 12 

TOPICS

Convincing Gentiles of God’s Power Convincing Jews of God’s Purpose

Daniel Interprets Others’ Dreams Angels Interpret Daniel’s Dreams

PLACE Babylon/Persia

TIME At Least 70 Years



5

Hosea’s book is a bittersweet story of unfaithfulness and undying love. It 

involves two similar relationships: the prophet Hosea and his adulterous 

wife Gomer; God and His faithless covenant people. Gomer forsakes Hosea 

for other lovers; Israel forsakes God by worshiping pagan idols. But perfect 

love keeps on loving even after being spurned. In Hosea’s case, that means 

buying back his wayward wife from the slave market; for Israel, purifying pun-

ishment followed by restoration.

Hosea
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Tragedy National Transgression

PLACE Northern Kingdom of Israel
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Some of the least known men in the Bible wrote some of its most potent 

books. Spanning the globe with the prophetic pen, the Minor Prophets 

give us insights into the person and work of God found nowhere else in the 

Bible. Who were these men?

The Minor 
Prophets

D Y N A M I C  D O Z E N :International Sins of Israel
Key Passage: Hosea 7

O V E R V I E W  Israel’s sin remains the focus of Hosea’s prophecy. The nation’s iniquity 
is like a raging fire. Her rebellion has weakened her to the point of spiritual stupor. She is 
beyond realizing who God is or what He has done for her. For this idolatrous, sin-riddled 
nation, there can be only one verdict: Exile. 

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  A bird lies fluttering on the ground, 
injured. You respond to this pitiful sight by reaching out to try and 
help. Instead of recognizing your intent, the bird jerks free in a frantic 
effort to escape. You are the only one who can help, and yet the bird 
refuses your assistance—perhaps at the cost of its life.

“How foolish! How wasteful!” you say. Yet, that is precisely how 
God’s people responded to His overtures. “I long to redeem them,” 
the Lord said, but Israel refused (7:13). Blinded by sin and devoured 
by wickedness, the children of Israel rejected God’s gracious offers. 
And it grieved God’s heart. Instead of compassion, He was forced to 
extend a hand of chastening—punishment in place of pardon, exile 
rather than encouragement.

Are you grieving the Lord today by your stubborn refusal to 
respond to His grace? Pinpoint a bad habit, an unchecked passion, 
or a persistent sin that is saddening your Lord. Then remember the 
illustration of the injured bird. The choice is up to you. Yield to God’s 
love, before you feel His hand of discipline. 

I N S I G H T  Will They Never Learn? (8:5-7)
The golden calf, which nearly cost Aaron his life and resulted in the 
deaths of 3,000 Israelites, was later destroyed (Exodus 32). But the 
idea lived on during the reign of Jeroboam, first king of the northern 
kingdom. He ordered similar golden calves to be erected at Dan (in 
the north) and Bethel (in the south). For years these calves were the 
focus of Israel’s idolatrous worship (1 Kings 12:26-33). And perhaps 
it was in the very shadow of these same calves that Hosea stood as he 
prophesied destruction for idol and idolater alike.

September 3/4 Hosea 7–8

CHAPTER 7 CHAPTER 8

Burning Sun Betrayal of God Blight of Idolatry Banishment from  
the Land

Sowing the Wind Reaping the Whirlwind
8 14

PROPHET HOME TOWN APPROX. DATES OF 
MINISTRY B.C.

MEANING OF HIS 
NAME

MESSAGE OF 
HIS BOOK

HOSEA Unknown 755-710 “salvation” God’s loyal love

JOEL Unknown 835 “Yahweh is God” plagues past 
and future

AMOS Tekoa 760-750 “burden-bearer” Israel ripe for 
judgment

OBADIAH Unknown 587-580 “servant of Yahweh” Edom’s doom

JONAH Gath-hepher 782-753 “dove” salvation for 
the Gentiles

MICAH Moresheth-gath 735-710 “Who is like God?” justice and 
injustice

NAHUM Elkosh 664-654 “consolation” destruction 
of Nineveh

HABAKKUK Unknown 609-605 “embrace” just shall live 
by faith

ZEPHANIAH Unknown 632-628 “Yahweh hides” day of the Lord

HAGGAI Babylon? 520 “festival” rebuilding 
the temple

ZECHARIAH Babylon? 520-480 “Yahweh 
remembers”

coming of 
Messiah

MALACHI Unknown 432-424 “My messenger” appeal to 
backsliders
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Externally, the northern kingdom was marked by flourishing business, a solid 

economy, and a stable government. But internally the diagnosis of the na-

tion’s condition was grim. Idolatry, injustice, greed, hypocrisy, oppression, and 

arrogance indicated a growing malignancy of deep-seated sin. Amos, a farmer 

by trade, dons the mantle of a prophet to make God’s message clear: “Repent 

or perish.” The storm clouds of judgment are soon to break over God’s people.

AmosJudgment by Locust and the Lord
Key Passage: Joel 1-2

O V E R V I E W  The headline in Joel’s day screamed the news: “Locust Plague Strips 
Countryside Bare; Worst Disaster in Decades.” But God uses the occasion to teach the 
prophet Joel—and through his pen, the nation of Judah—an important truth about the 
future. Though the land had been devastated by the locusts, its condition would pale by 
comparison with the destruction to be inflicted during the coming Day of the Lord—the 
time when the Lord will destroy His enemies and exalt His friends. There can be only one 
proper response in the face of such warnings: obedience to God. 

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  You are driving down the highway when 
suddenly a little red light begins to flash on your dashboard. You 
are faced with a choice. You can either: (a) stop and take care of the 
problem (which will cause the red light to quit flashing), or (b) take out 
a hammer and smash the warning light. Which would you suggest?

Perhaps you chuckled at the second option. And yet, every day 
countless Christians take out mental hammers and smash the warn-
ing lights God has provided for their safety: conscience, counsel, 
the commands of His Word. Rather than correct the problem, they 
ignore the warning—and then wonder what happened when their 
spiritual “motor” sputters and stops.

God sent a locust plague in Joel’s day to act as a warning light 
to the nation. Where is a warning light blinking on and off in your 
life? Perhaps it’s a traffic ticket, a bad report card, or an ulcer. Don’t 
ignore God’s voice. In the margin, write the “lesson from the locusts” 
He wants you to learn today.

I N S I G H T  A Day Like No Other
Five times in Joel the phrase “the Day of the Lord” appears, and 
you’ll find it more than 20 additional times in the Bible. Do a treasure 
hunt through the following verses to discover more about this most 
remarkable “day”: Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 13:5, 30:3; Amos 5:18; 
Zephaniah 1:7, 14; 2 Thessalonians 2:2; 2 Peter 3:10.

September 7 Joel 1–3

FOCUS “PREPARE TO MEET YOUR GOD, O ISRAEL” 4:12.
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TOPICS

Sermons Signs

Indictment Encouragement

PLACE Neighboring 
Nations Northern Nation of Israel

TIME About 10 Years (760–750 B.C.)

CHAPTER 1 CHAPTER 2 CHAPTER 3

The Day of
the Locust

The Day of
the Lord

The Judgment of
the Nations

The Blessing of
God’s Nation

Plague Punishment Prosperity
18 21
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P L A C I N G  T H E 

C H R O N O L O G I C A L L Y

Nine of the books of the Minor Prophets were written before the exile, 

and three after. Those written before the exile were aimed at four 

different audiences: Israel (northern kingdom), Judah (southern kingdom), 

Nineveh (capital of Assyria), and Edom (neighbor to Judah).

ProphetsPictures of Judgment for Amos
Key Passage: Amos 7

O V E R V I E W  Continuing his reprimand of Israel, Amos challenges those who have 
developed a false sense of security in their money, homes, beds of ivory, and lives of 
leisure. Possessions alone can never bring security. To picture this, the prophet visualizes 
a locust swarm, a devastating fire, and a plumb line. Though the first two judgments are 
stayed by God, the nation has drifted far from God’s righteous standards, and God’s 
punishment can be delayed no longer. 

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  Thought for the day: Before you set your 
heart on something, look around to see how happy it has made those 
who have it.

If you want a quick barometer of your relationship to God, look at 
your attitude toward things. Do you possess them, or do they possess 
you? Do you find yourself content with what you have, or covetous of 
what others have? Do you love people and use things, or vice versa?

The Israelites enjoyed many material blessings from God. But 
rather than putting their trust in the One who owned them, the 
people looked for security in the things they owned. Because of the 
nation’s misplaced affections, God declared He would remove both 
His people and their possessions.

What three material possessions do you prize above all others?  
1.  2.  3. 

Which of the three comes closest to possessing you? Thank God 
for the blessings He has entrusted to you. Then in an act of prayerful 
commitment, transfer the ownership of each one back to Him. You’ll 
be showing by your life, as well as with your lips, that you are finding 
your security in Him alone.

I N S I G H T  Playing “Follow the Leaders”
Those leaders who were “complacent in Zion” (6:1) continued in their 
self-centered, extravagant lifestyles, totally insulated from the ruin that 
was overtaking their country. Amos warns that those leaders would 
later lead the pitiful columns of exiles going off into captivity (6:7).

September 10/11 Amos 6–7

CHAPTER 6 CHAPTER 7

Prophecies of
Israel’s Judgment

Pictures of Israel’s Punishments

Locusts Fire Plumb line

Judgment Is Close Judgment Is Clear
7 17

931 B.C.  722  586  536  400

DIVIDED
KINGDOM

ISRAEL

RETURNED
EXILES

JUDAH

SURVIVING
KINGDOM *EXILE RESTORED

KINGDOM

JONAH TO NINEVEH
AMOS
HOSEA

HAGGAI
ZECHARIAH
MALACHI

First return 
under 

Zerubbabel

* The 70 years of the exile may be figured either from the first 
deportation (606 B.C.) to the first return (536 B.C.), or from the 
burning of the temple (586 B.C.) to the completion of the temple 
(516 B.C.).

Fall of
Jerusalem

OBADIAH TO EDOM
JOEL
MICAH, NAHUM TO NINEVEH
 ZEPHANIAH
 HABAKKUK
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Leaving the familiar surroundings of his rural life, Micah journeys to Jerusa-

lem to deliver God’s message of judgment to a corrupt and immoral Judah. 

The prophet aims his rebukes at those who use their God-given authority to 

cheat the poor and abuse the powerless. Throughout Micah’s quarter century 

of ministry, three themes ring clear: Sin will not go unpunished; judgment will 

be swift and soon; and once the discipline is completed, God will restore His 

people to their covenant land.

MicahThe Greatest Fish Story Ever Told
Key Passage: Jonah 3-4

O V E R V I E W  Running from God is not something reserved for thieves and murder-
ers. Sometimes preachers get into the act too! Consider the story of Jonah, a prophet 
commissioned by God to preach an ultimatum (“Shape up or ship out!”) to Israel’s arch-
enemy, Assyria. Jonah quickly goes A.W.O.L. (Absent Without Leave) and finds a ship 
headed in the opposite direction. Destination: Tarshish. God sends a storm, and then a 
hungry fish to turn Jonah around and head him back toward Nineveh. After delivering 
his one-sentence sermon, Jonah watches helplessly as the entire city of Nineveh—right 
down to the cattle—repents in sackcloth and ashes. When God spares Israel’s enemies, 
it takes a hot wind, a shade-giving vine, and a hungry worm to teach Jonah a lesson about 
the mercy of God for sinful humanity. 

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  One of the most interesting discoveries 
about the Book of Jonah is that everyone obeyed God except the 
preacher. The storm, the dice, the sailors, the fish, the Ninevites, the 
east wind, the gourd, the worm—everyone and everything obeyed 
God’s command except the one who claimed to be a follower of God.

Check up on yourself. Do your actions support or deny your claims 
of being a Christian? God often gives a second chance for obedience 
(as with Jonah), but wouldn’t it be much simpler and less painful to 
obey Him the first time around?

Put yourself in Jonah’s sandals and write a short, first-person ac-
count of how you would have reacted in one of these situations: on 
the ship, in the fish, in the city, or on the hillside. Can you identify the 
“Nineveh assignment” that God is asking you to tackle today?

I N S I G H T  A Fishy Story—Could It Happen? Did It Happen?
Could it happen? Read Baxter’s Explore the Book (iv, 151-154) for two 
documented cases of men swallowed by sharks or whales who lived to 
tell about it. Did it happen? Check Matthew 12:39-40 for confirmation 
from an irrefutable source.

September 14 Jonah 1–4

FOCUS COMING JUDGMENT COMING JUSTICE COMING COMFORT
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Don’t Throw in the Trowel!
Key Passage: Haggai 1:1-14

O V E R V I E W  Recently returned from exile in Babylon, the people are confronted 
by a heartbreaking sight. Nebuchadnezzar had made a shambles of their city, includ-
ing the glorious structure that was once Solomon’s temple. And so the people begin 
the arduous task of constructing a new temple in which God’s presence can dwell. The 
work progresses rapidly until opposition arises. Onto the scene steps Haggai, an aged, 
straight-talking prophet of God who minces no words in his call to “finish what you have 
started.” Taking his message to heart, the people build with renewed zeal. 

Y O U R  D A I L Y  W A L K  “If you aim at nothing, you will hit it 
every time.” You will often accomplish what you set out to do, but 
you will rarely accomplish that which you never intended to do.

Every person has exactly the same number of hours in the week. 
Why is it then that some people accomplish so much more with those 
same hours than others do? Priorities. Achievers determine in ad-
vance what they want to do and then tackle their goals in the order 
of importance.

Haggai’s contemporaries built a temple in the midst of stiff oppo-
sition because that was their number-one priority. Now transfer that 
concept to your spiritual life. What do you want to be able to look 
back on when you reach the age of 30? 40? 55? 70? A deep famil-
iarity with the Bible? A consistent prayer life? A family that is walking 
with God? If someone were to determine your priorities by looking 
at the way you spent the last 168 hours, what would they decide? 
And what will be your priorities as you spend the next 168?

I N S I G H T  Words that Carry Clout
Five times Haggai introduces his words with the phrase, “The word of 
the Lord came ...”; five times he says, “This is what the Lord Almighty 
says”; 15 times he says either “declares the Lord” or “says the Lord.” 
Mark these 25 phrases in your Bible, for they give the key to the 
prophet’s power: he was speaking not for himself but for the Lord.

September 22 Haggai 1–2

The temple rebuilding began amid great excitement in 536 B.C. But the 

early enthusiasm waned, and 16 years later, the only movement in the 

unfinished building was the stirring of the wind. Enter Zechariah, commis-

sioned by God to join Haggai in motivating the workers to finish what they 

had begun. His message is one of consolation: The temple will be no ordinary 

building but will house the Messiah. All hands to the task, for “see, your king 

comes to you” (9:9).

Zechariah
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Eight Visions Four 
Sermons Two Burdens

Present Problems Future Problems

PLACE Jerusalem

TIME While Rebuilding the Temple
(520–518 B.C.)

After Rebuilding the 
Temple (480–410 B.C.)

CHAPTER 1 CHAPTER 2

Wrong
Priorities

Wrong
Perspectives

Incomplete
Purity

Encouraging
Promises

“Build the house [of God], so that I may . . . be honored” (1:8).
20 21 


